
 
 

Fostering for the Cochrane & Area Humane Society (CAHS) 
 
 
Why foster? 
 
This essential and rewarding volunteer role is one the shelter cannot manage without! The shelter 
is not always an appropriate environment for animals who are too young to be adopted, animals 
recovering from surgery or needed healing and rehabilitation time, animals needing socializing and 
human contact, or animals with behavioural issues that would benefit from one-on-one training. As 
a foster volunteer you would be taking shelter pets into your home to care for them as needed. 
Foster stays can be short, days or weeks, or long, months, depending on the needs of that 
particular animal. 
 
How does it work?  
 
Once you have been approved as a foster home you will be added to our foster distribution email 
list. Foster requests are sent out via email as needed, often weekly. Requests will include pertinent 
information for the foster animal including the animal’s name, age, reason for foster, approximate 
length of foster, and a picture of the animal if available. It is then up to the foster home to contact 
the volunteer coordinator to express interest in fostering a specific animal.  
 
Who needs fostering?  
 
Our foster animals tend to fall into four categories: 

1. Time to grow – moms and babies or orphans that are not old enough to be adopted and 
require time in a caring home environment to grow and receive socialization that is crucial to 
their development.  

2. Time to heal – animals that are under the care of our veterinary staff and need time to 
recover from surgeries or illnesses.  

3. Time to learn – animals that require individual attention and training to overcome 
behavioural issues.  

4. Time to relax – some animals do not do well in a shelter environment and become 
extremely stressed. Foster homes offer a calm alternative for these animals so that they can 
relax and show us how they would behave in a home.  

 
What supplies are provided?  
 
Everything that is required to care for your foster animal such as food, dishes, toys, bedding, litter, 
litterboxes, crates, and any medication will be provided.  
 
How much does it cost?  
 
The cost to the foster home is virtually non-existent. Supplies for your foster animal as well as any 
medical costs are covered by the CAHS. 
 



 
 
 
What if I need help…? 
 
Support is provided for any and all circumstances. Our medical staff, behaviour team and 
volunteer coordinator are available to answer any questions or to help resolve any concerns you 
may have. In addition, we provide emergency contacts for those “off hours” when the shelter is 
closed.  
We also offer training classes to our volunteers for emergency first aid, fostering newborns, 
fostering reactive and fearful dogs, bunny education, and cat handling.  
 
What is the time commitment?  
 
Time commitment would depend on the individual situation, most foster requests are between one 
and four weeks, but some animals require longer foster stays or may even stay in foster care until 
they are adopted.  
Some foster animals require more frequent care and would not be suitable for a home where they 
are left alone for long periods of time, any special care requirements would be communicated prior 
to sending the animal to foster care.  
 
What are my responsibilities?  
 
Our foster homes are required to follow any and all instructions, including administering medication 
and adhering to any quarantine or exercise restrictions regarding the care of their foster animal. 
Transport to and from the shelter for pickup, drop off and any appointments is the responsibility of 
the foster home.  
 
How do I get involved?  
 
Our foster homes are all volunteers of the CAHS. All foster volunteers will need to complete an 
online application and be interviewed specifically for this position to ensure that they are able to 
provide an appropriate foster environment. There is also an extra foster home contract that will 
need to be signed.  
 
 
 
When we love an animal as our family, we begin to understand animals are our family. 

– Anthony Douglas Williams 
 
 
 
 
Please submit expressions of interest to: 
Cochrane & Area Humane Society 
62 Griffin Industrial Point  
Cochrane, AB T4C 0A3 
Attn. Volunteer Coordinator 
volunteer@cochranehumane.ca 
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